DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

came such distinguished propagandists as Miss Car-
penter and Miss Octavia Hill. But the Queen
viewed with the deepest distrust movements that
threatened any sort of emancipation for her sex. She
witheringly alluded to them as " the so-called and
most erroneous c Rights of Women/ " and the idea
of women ever being put on the electoral roll was to
her an outrage on decency. A nameless (though not

unknown) " Lady G------" had once spoken on the

subjectj and the Queen declared she ought to
have " a good whipping.35 Princess Louis therefore
assured her mother that she had taken the utmost
pains to rule out all discussion on such repulsive
topics, and that the most advanced subjects on the
agenda papers of her Conference were girls5 schools,
the employment of women in postal and telegraph
offices, the education of nursery-maids and of young
mothers with regard to the care of their babies. She
hoped that she would look through the programme
and find herself able to be interested in it. But
even so the Queen was not quite satisfied : she
wanted to know whether Alice5s mother-in-law
approved of these activities. Alice reassured her.
They had talked over all these questions quite
freely; where they differed they cordially agreed to
differ, and Princess Charles was delighted at the
successTof the conference. Her work was extending
in other directions : she had long been president of
the Darmstadt Nurses Institute, and now she was
forming an Association for the care of children
boarded out by the State. Sometimes they were ill-
used, and the whole system needed investigation and
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